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e— in France’s hloa!:ed i

- public sector, President Nicalas
a  Sarkozy has announced 23 ,000-
civil-service job cuts. That in-
cludes half the spa’s 165
state-employed physio-
therapists.

“Of course we went
on strike,” said Martine
Claret, a 52-year-old
physiotherapist who
has worked at the spa
since 1979 and doubles
as a union representa-
tive. She heldup a ban-
ner used du.ring are-
mr cent protest. et

"Yestarday Indis- |

Gn'a'mcentnmnmg.‘
JacquellneSurmontand ;
“her ‘husband, Guy, a
77

deep-tissie massagaal]m’eéov-

and lodging are, too.
"They take good care ut‘ us

here, said Ms. Surmont, a frail -

76-yeat-old with dyed 'red hafr

- ered by France’s national health- -
; insmamesystem'l‘mmpomﬂon :

_pensable, ’l'oday- Undesirable.”
Unlike most French leaders,
“who ‘have ‘cowerad before

- France” 's six-million-strong army

- of state-sector workers, Mr.
Sarkozy is taking them on. He
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Continued from. Page One
says the salaries and pensions of
teachers; pastalworkers, busdriv-
ers, television anchors; tax police
and many others weigh like a ton
on public finances—even though
many of the jobs are obsolete,
~France has the same number of
passport-control officersit had 15
yearsago,eventhoughbordercon-
trols for travelers within most of
the European Union have heen
abolished, M. Sarkozy scoffedina
recent speech, There are 721
Frenchdiplomatsintheformercol-
onyofSenegal, whichhasapopula-
tion of about 12.5 million, and only
27inIndia, “How is that normal?”
the French president asked in an-
other speech.

Collective Angst

Mr. Sarkozy's belt-tightening
has left France in a state of collec-
tive angst. Protests are being
staged across the country as  peo-
plefretthatthe quality
lic servieas will suffe

wasteland with no health care,”
the tmmsmayur,(:hnstian'!‘ma
dec, said in an interview,
Teachers and parents took to
the streets several times in re-

‘cent months to protest a plan to
cut11,000teaching jobsthisyear, .

The government says theve are
fewer children to teach today in

‘France than there were a decade

ago. Opponents say students will

jects such as Greek and Latin,

France’s 7,000 state-employed |
fonestworkersrecen‘tlyjomedthe
fray, staging a walkout to contest 3
jobeutsand governiment pressure
to increase wood production.

rules of nature,” grumbled René
Monhgnonom'ance's]a;gestfor-

© estworkers’ union,

be deprived of important sub-:

“This business culture defies the .

Patlents go through thelr morning routing in sulfur-
Thermes Nationaux d'Alx-les-Balns, a French state-run spa

tionaux persuaded national and
local governments to spend £50
million to extend the spa by
“building newﬁncﬂlues.'i  yards
above the -
- proper budge!
and the money
- ble car that was meaj
_nect the lower spa, ) ;
tients register, with th g u

waters at the

Protesting the planned job
cuts at Aix-les-Bains has become
amatter of national pride, Inthe

At Abx-les-Bains, all thephysio- . {ate 10th century, the spa was a
therapists are paid to work full fashionable haunt for the Euro-
time all year, even though the re- - pean aristocracy, including Na-

sort fills up mainly in summer. In

! exve,mnstofﬁiem i rdepressmn.:

poleon II's° wife Eugéme and,

auammptmkeepthembusy'jnﬂm:fac:mn
ﬂlmughmst B

the Séeurité Soclale,”
. busines I France’s national health-care-in-
_therapists’ morale‘ says' Ms.  surance system, agreed to foot
Claret, that 27 are ntlyonsick the bill for spa treatments i pa-

‘tientshqddoctm pmsmipﬁnnn. Sn

ment was treating mi

Bythemid-1980s,

. Facedwiththeloss, France'sna:
tional audit office saidit
-forthemtetopuﬂo of




